SKETCH ON BOX STARTS ART 
CAREER OF DUFF ORIGINATOR 
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: Ww. KR. ALLMAN, CREATOR OF THE 


Boys were setting up quotations in 
grain and other produce on the board 
in a Toledo grain broker's oflice back 
in 1902, when a man named Clark 
strolled in. 

Clark had come from Chicago and, 
being editor of the Grain Dealers’ 
Journal, had business in this. office. 
He noticed a box at the side of the 
board on which was a sketch of a 
man's head an artistic clerk, in his 
lelsure moments, had penciled. 

Struck by the originality of the 
drawing, Clark immediately “drafted” 
the perpetrator, and that is how Wal- 
ter FR. Allman, originator of The Duffs 
for the Chronicle, started on his car~- 
eer toward fame in the comic art 
world. 

Allman was 18 years of age at the 
time and all the drawing he had then 
had been born with him. He worked 
one month for Clark in Chicago, after 
which he shifted about from place to 
place, working at anything in the art 
line until in 1905, he went to the To- 
ledo News-Bee as local cartoonist. 
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DUFFS. 


With the News-Bee, Allman origin- 
ated his ‘Great American Home” car- 
t00n, Which he developed as he went 
along and is still drawing weekly for 
the Chronicle. 

In 1912 Atiman left the News-Bee 
und entered the art staff of The News- 
paper JEnterprise Association, of which 
the Chronicle is a member, then hav- 
ing its main office in Chicago. He drew 
cartoons for a few months and began 
drawing a comic “strip.” 

The “strip” finally became perman- 
ent with hirn, and into it he put ''The 
Doings of the Duffs.” 


Tom Duff and his family are the 
creatures of Allman’s brain alone, and 
were iriginated about four years ago. 

“T wanted a short name to fit the 
character and size of the man I chose 
to be the ‘lead.’ I picked ‘Duff’ out 
of the alr and I think it Ats Tom toa 
T. The other characters and their 
names came to me as I went along.” 

That’s how Allman has developed 
one of the most pleasing, enjoyable 
comic strips in the newspapers in the 
United States. 


